
Dental School Required Letters of Recommendation

School  (includes hyperlink to letter 

requirement page)
Letter 1 Letter 2 Letter 3 Letter 4 Notes

University of Alabama School of 

Dentistry
Academic Academic Academic

Prefer science letters, but will accept other academic.  Will acept other 

letters in addition, but must have two academic.

Arizona School of Dentistry and 

Oral Health at A.T. Still
Academic Dentist Academic letter can be from any discipline.

Loma Linda University School of 

Dentistry
Employer Religious leader Science professor Science = biology, chem., physics

UCLA School of Dentistry Any Any Any

Letters should be from objective sources who are familiar with the

applicant's accomplishments. This could include employers, supervisors 

where the student has volunteered, college professors, college 

recommendation committees, college counselors, and other appropriate 

individuals. If the student has had significant involvement in research, a 

letter from their research supervisor is desirable. Any combination is 

fine.

UCSF School of Dentistry Science
Dentist with whom 

you have 

volunteered

Any The second letter may also be an advisor/researcher/mentor.

University of the Pacific - Dugoni 

School of Dentistry
Science Science

Healthcare  

professional or 

employer

Additional letters of evaluation from health care professionals who 

know you well may be submitted at your discretion.

University of Southern California 

School of Dentistry
Science Science

University of Colorado Denver 

School of Dental Medicine
Science Science

Employer or non-

science academic

University of Connecticut School of 

Dental Medicine
Academic Academic Academic

Howard University College of 

Dentistry

Advisor, counselor, 

or instructor

If the applicant has graduated and is employed, they might accept an 

employer letter instead.

Nova Southeastern University 

College of Dental Medicine
Science Science Liberal Arts

Highly 

recommended but 

not required: 

Dentist

University of Florida College of 

Dentistry
Academic Academic

Dentist or 

Academic

Dental School Letter of Recommendation Requirements (updated March 2010)

http://www.dental.uab.edu/students/prospective-students/dmd-program.html
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http://www.dentistry.howard.edu/admissions.htm
http://www.dentistry.howard.edu/admissions.htm
http://dental.nova.edu/doctoral/procedures.html
http://dental.nova.edu/doctoral/procedures.html
http://www.dental.ufl.edu/Offices/Admissions/DMD/faq.php
http://www.dental.ufl.edu/Offices/Admissions/DMD/faq.php
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Medical College of Georgia 

School of Dentistry

Predent/academic 

advisor
Dentist

Any (personal 

reference)

University of Illinois at Chicago: 

College of Dentistry
Science Academic Any

Southern Illinois University School 

of Dental Medicine

Biology, 

Chemistry, or 

English

Biology, 

Chemistry, or 

English

Other academic

Indiana University School of 

Dentistry
Academic Academic Academic

Optional: Personal 

reference

University of Iowa College of 

Dentistry
Any Any Any

University of Kentucky College of 

Dentistry
Academic Academic Dentist

University of Louisville Dental 

School
Science Science Personal reference

Louisiana State University School 

of Dentistry
Science Science Additional from other sources welcome.

University of Maryland Dental 

School
Biology faculty Chemistry faculty

Boston University School of Dental 

Medicine
Science Science Academic

Dentist (from the 

dentist you 

shadowed)

The Admissions Committee values letters from persons who are able to 

provide a thoughtful, thorough, and candid assessment of an 

applicant's academic ability and potential for success in dental study.

Harvard School of Dental 

Medicine
Science Science Academic

Optional: 

Supervisor, dentist, 

or other 

professional 

relation

HSDM does not accept personal references.

Tufts University School of Dental 

Medicine
Biology

Biochem, chem, 

math, or physics
Dentist

Dental letter must  provide proof of at least 30 hours of shadowing 

experience.

University of Detroit Mercy School 

of Dentistry

Biochem, chem or 

physics

Biochem, chem or 

physics
Dentist

All prospective applicants are encouraged to spend time in a dental 

office and are also required to provide a letter of recommendation 

from a dentist that also attests to the applicant having spent a 

reasonable amount of time with the practitioner exploring the dental 

profession.

University of Michigan School of 

Dentistry
Science Science

Nonscience 

faculty, dentist, or 

employer

http://www.mcg.edu/sod/admit/faq.htm
http://www.mcg.edu/sod/admit/faq.htm
http://dentistry.uic.edu/depts/admissions/dds/requirements.cfm?m=2&o=2
http://dentistry.uic.edu/depts/admissions/dds/requirements.cfm?m=2&o=2
http://www.siue.edu/dentalmedicine/prospective/faq.shtml
http://www.siue.edu/dentalmedicine/prospective/faq.shtml
http://www.iusd.iupui.edu/Depts/SA/FAQprograms.aspx
http://www.iusd.iupui.edu/Depts/SA/FAQprograms.aspx
http://www.dentistry.uiowa.edu/missions/education/dds_application_process.shtml
http://www.dentistry.uiowa.edu/missions/education/dds_application_process.shtml
http://www.mc.uky.edu/dentistry/students/dmd/adminindex.html
http://www.mc.uky.edu/dentistry/students/dmd/adminindex.html
http://louisville.edu/dental/dmd/application
http://louisville.edu/dental/dmd/application
http://www.lsusd.lsuhsc.edu/ddsadmissions.html
http://www.lsusd.lsuhsc.edu/ddsadmissions.html
http://www.dental.umaryland.edu/admissions/adm_new/dds_lors.html
http://www.dental.umaryland.edu/admissions/adm_new/dds_lors.html
http://dentalschool.bu.edu/bulletin/DMD/app-instrux.html
http://dentalschool.bu.edu/bulletin/DMD/app-instrux.html
http://www.hsdm.harvard.edu/index.php/academics/dmdpre/285
http://www.hsdm.harvard.edu/index.php/academics/dmdpre/285
http://dental.tufts.edu/1176295338385/TUSDM-Page-dental2w_1186496760237.html
http://dental.tufts.edu/1176295338385/TUSDM-Page-dental2w_1186496760237.html
http://dental.udmercy.edu/admission/procedure/index.htm
http://dental.udmercy.edu/admission/procedure/index.htm
http://www.dent.umich.edu/admissions/home/dds/prerequisites
http://www.dent.umich.edu/admissions/home/dds/prerequisites
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University of Minnesota School of 

Dentistry
Science Science

Employer/supervis

or

Individuals reapplying to the School of Dentistry must provide three 

new letters of recommendations; they can be from the same 

recommenders but must be new and different letters.

University of Mississippi School of 

Dentistry
*Information will be posted on the website in July 2011 for this application.

University of Missouri-Kansas City 

School of Dentistry
Any Any Any

They suggest that you seek recommendations from faculty members at 

your school, employers, dentists you have talked with or observed, 

physicians, clergy, etc.

Creighton University School of 

Dentistry
Science Science Academic Prefer one each from biology and chemistry.

University of Nebraska College of 

Dentistry

None required, however, evaluations of a student's progress and 

potential by a predental adviser or committee are appreciated.

UNLV School of Dental Medicine Science Science Dentist Other

University of Medicine and 

Dentistry of New Jersey (UMDNJ)
Science Science Other Third letter cannot be from family.

Columbia University College of 

Dental Medicine
Science Science Science

Additional letters of recommendation from employers or non-science 

professors will be accepted, but will not satisfy the requirement.

New York University College of 

Dentistry
Science Science Other

SUNY School of Dental Medicine - 

Buffalo
Science Science Science

Additional letters may be submitted directly to the school if it is 

believed they would provide information relevant to the application.

SUNY School of Dental Medicine - 

Stony Brook 
Science Science Science

University of North Carolina 

School of Dentistry
Science

Academic from 

major
Dentist

Case Western Reserve Univeristy 

School of Dental Medicine

Science (Biology, 

chemistry, physics, 

or zoology)

Science (Biology, 

chemistry, physics, 

or zoology)
Additional letters beyond those from science faculty could come from 

instructors in other academic disciplines or dentists with whom you have 

spend time observing/shadowing.

Ohio State University College of 

Dentistry
Science Personal reference No politicians, church leaders, or alumni.

University of Oklahoma College 

of Dentistry
Science Science Dentist

http://www.dentistry.umn.edu/programs_admissions/DDS_Program/admissions_information/admissions_criteria/home.html
http://www.dentistry.umn.edu/programs_admissions/DDS_Program/admissions_information/admissions_criteria/home.html
http://dentistry.umc.edu/students/prospective/predoc/admissions_process/application_procedure.html
http://dentistry.umc.edu/students/prospective/predoc/admissions_process/application_procedure.html
http://dentistry.umkc.edu/bec_student/DDSAdmissions.htm
http://dentistry.umkc.edu/bec_student/DDSAdmissions.htm
http://www.creighton.edu/dentalschool/admissions/prospectivestudents/supplementalapplication/index.php
http://www.creighton.edu/dentalschool/admissions/prospectivestudents/supplementalapplication/index.php
http://www.unmc.edu/dentistry/students/college_programs/dent_program/admissions.htm
http://www.unmc.edu/dentistry/students/college_programs/dent_program/admissions.htm
http://dentalschool.unlv.edu/admissions_app.html
http://dentalschool.umdnj.edu/students/prospective/admissions/predental-requirements.htm
http://dentalschool.umdnj.edu/students/prospective/admissions/predental-requirements.htm
http://dental.columbia.edu/education/app_proc.html
http://dental.columbia.edu/education/app_proc.html
http://www.nyu.edu/dental/academicprograms/dds/requirements.html
http://www.nyu.edu/dental/academicprograms/dds/requirements.html
http://www.sdm.buffalo.edu/programs/dds/admission.html
http://www.sdm.buffalo.edu/programs/dds/admission.html
http://sbumc.informatics.sunysb.edu/dental/student/admissions
http://sbumc.informatics.sunysb.edu/dental/student/admissions
http://www.dent.unc.edu/academic/programs/dds/ApplicReq.cfm
http://www.dent.unc.edu/academic/programs/dds/ApplicReq.cfm
http://dental.case.edu/dmd/apply.html
http://dental.case.edu/dmd/apply.html
http://dent.osu.edu/admissions/recommendation_letter_requirements.php
http://dent.osu.edu/admissions/recommendation_letter_requirements.php
http://dentistry.ouhsc.edu/prospectivestudents_3_1_1.php
http://dentistry.ouhsc.edu/prospectivestudents_3_1_1.php
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Oregon Health & Science 

University School of Dentistry
Science Science Dentist

University of Pennsylvania School 

of Dental Medicine
Academic Academic One letter must be from science faculty if you are a science major.

University of Pittsburgh School of 

Dental Medicine
Science Science Science Will accept 3 additional from nonscience faculty or dentists.

Temple University Kornberg 

School of Dentistry
Science Science

University of South Carolina 

College of Dental Medicine
Science Science Science

Meharry Medical College Dental 

School
Science Science Any

UTHSC College of Dentistry
None required, but will accept letters that will become part of your 

file.

Texas schools (TMDSAS) Academic Academic
Prefer letters from professors in biological sciences.  Baylor requires 

additional letter from a dentist.

Virginia Commonwealth University 

School of Dentistry
Science Science Dentist

Dentist letter must be someone they've shadowed.  Will accept extra 

letters.

University of Washington School 

of Dentistry
Science Dentist

Character 

reference

Want letters that evaluate your academic and intellectual 

qualifications, knowledge of and motivation to profession, and 

indications of your contribution to humanity and community.  Additional 

letters from employers or professors are welcome, but there is a 5 

letter limit.

West Virginia University School of 

Dentistry
Academic Academic Academic

If majoring in biol, chem, or phys, get a letter from each of those 3 

areas.  If nonscience major, get 1 letter from biol, chem, or phys and 2 

within major.  If can't get specified letters, can get replacement but 

must explain why.

Marquette University School of 

Dentistry
Science Science Any

Additional comments:

All schools accept letters besides the ones they require, but emphasize they prefer quality 

over quantity.  Academic letters must be from someone who taught them in a classroom.  It is 

unlikely that a research mentor will count.  Schools that require a letter from a dentist want a 

dentist that you have shadowed or worked with.

http://www.ohsu.edu/xd/education/schools/school-of-dentistry/prospective-students/dmd-program/applying.cfm
http://www.ohsu.edu/xd/education/schools/school-of-dentistry/prospective-students/dmd-program/applying.cfm
http://www.dental.upenn.edu/academic/DMDprogram/dmd-admit-general.html
http://www.dental.upenn.edu/academic/DMDprogram/dmd-admit-general.html
http://www.dental.pitt.edu/students/first_professional.php
http://www.dental.pitt.edu/students/first_professional.php
http://www.temple.edu/dentistry/Admissions/requirements.html
http://www.temple.edu/dentistry/Admissions/requirements.html
http://academicdepartments.musc.edu/dentistry/prospective_students/admissions_timeline.htm
http://academicdepartments.musc.edu/dentistry/prospective_students/admissions_timeline.htm
http://www.mmc.edu/admissions/applydental.html
http://www.mmc.edu/admissions/applydental.html
http://www.uthsc.edu/dentistry/Admissions/DDS/genpolicy.php
http://www.utsystem.edu/TMDSAS/dental/application-instructions.html
http://www.dentistry.vcu.edu/prospective/dds/procedures.aspx
http://www.dentistry.vcu.edu/prospective/dds/procedures.aspx
http://www.dental.washington.edu/education/prospective_students/admission_procedures.php
http://www.dental.washington.edu/education/prospective_students/admission_procedures.php
http://www.hsc.wvu.edu/sod/admissions/frequent_questions.aspx
http://www.hsc.wvu.edu/sod/admissions/frequent_questions.aspx
http://www.marquette.edu/dentistry/admissions/AppReq.shtml
http://www.marquette.edu/dentistry/admissions/AppReq.shtml

